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“...let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the
LORD who exercises loving-kindness, justice, and righteousness on earth; for I delight in
these things,” declares the LORD. Jeremiah 9:24
Billy Kinard’s departure of his earthly body and his entrance into the presence of Jesus
occurred peacefully at his home in Fort Payne while surrounded by his immediate family.
He was born in Jackson, MS, spent his childhood there, and graduated from Jackson’s
Central High School in 1952. A high school football and baseball standout, he attended
the University of Mississippi in Oxford on an athletic scholarship where he played four
seasons of football and three seasons of baseball. During his junior and senior years, his
teams won the Southeastern Conference football and baseball championships. He was
named third team football of the SEC in 1955 and first team baseball of the SEC in 1956.
In 1956 he and his baseball teammates participated in the College World Series.
Following graduation, he entered the National Football League as a second round draft
choice by the Cleveland Browns. His professional playing experience as a defensive back
also included stints with the Green Bay Packers and Buffalo Bills.
The next phase of his career included coaching defensive backs in college and
professional ranks: Auburn University, University of Florida, University of Georgia,
University of Arkansas, University of Mississippi, Green Bay Packers, Cleveland Browns,
and New England Patriots. He concluded his career as a coach and teacher in Alabama
high schools.
With such accomplishments, it would be tempting to boast and delight in these things;
however, Billy’s priorities were his faith and his family. As Billy was known to say to all,
“Yes, football was a big part of my life but nothing to compare with Christ who is my life.”
Those who knew and loved Billy would agree that he placed God before sports. His

primary interest outside of work was spending time with his family, especially family
vacations in much of the United States. He and his college sweetheart and wife Kay
played mixed doubles tennis for years with fellow coaches and players and their wives.
Attendance and participation in church were hallmarks of the Kinards. At his passing, Billy
was a member of Grace Presbyterian Church of Fort Payne, AL. His memorial and life
celebration will be held there on Tuesday, July 3, at 2:00 with visitation for friends and
family beginning at 12:00. Officiating at the service will be Rev. John Mathieu, Rev. Ashley
Dusenbery, and Rev. Billy Dempsey. Private interment at Glenwood Cemetery in Fort
Payne will be held at a later date.
Survivors include his wife of 62 ½ years, Kay Horton Kinard; son Bill R. Kinard, Jr., of Fort
Payne; daughter Kathy Kinard of Huntsville; grandchildren Josh Fallon, Ben Fallon
(Laura), Daniel Fallon (Jade), Rachel Hurlebaus (Adam), and Aaron Kinard (Nichole); and
great-grandchildren Jude Kinard, Carter Kinard, Charlie Kinard, Ethan Hurlebaus, Jacob
Fallon, Harley Fallon, Lyla Fallon, Russell Fallon, and James Fallon. Preceding him in
death were parents Pearl Wooley Kinard and Major Henry Kinard; brothers Ernest Kinard,
Frank “Bruiser” Kinard, George Kinard, and Henry Kinard; and sisters Juanita Kinard and
Dean Kinard.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the missions fund of Grace
Presbyterian Church (5760 Gault Ave. NW, Fort Payne, AL 35967), the missions fund of
Wills Valley Community Church (1311 Isbell Blvd. NW, Fort Payne, AL 35968), or to Home
Instead Senior Care (2725 Rainbow Dr., Rainbow City, AL 35906).
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Comments

“

Kay,
I am so sorry to hear about the passing of Coach Kinard. I have great memories of
him and of you as well. I was fortunate to share an evening with him and Raymond
Berry many years ago at the Senior Bowl in Mobile. I think you guys were with Green
Bay at the time. I wish our paths could have crossed more often. However, I've been
in Los Angeles the past 40 years and our only contact consisted of a few phone
calls. No doubt, my loss.
My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
Bobby Field

Bobby Field - July 14, 2018 at 01:36 PM

“

Dear Kay,
I am so sorry to get the sad news about Coach Kinard. He was my favorite and best
coach I ever played for on any level, college or NFL. I remember how y'all welcomed
me into your home in 1970 so I could recuperate an injured leg over the
Thanksgiving holiday. That was so very kind. Coach was very special and has had a
lasting impact on my life. I'm happy that we were able to visit on the phone two years
ago. What a joy! All the best to you and your family during this difficult time.
Love and Prayers,
Jerry Moore
University of Arkansas '70

Jerry Moore - July 04, 2018 at 10:06 AM

“

I am saddened to see the passing of a great man. I am praying for the entire Kinard
family. John Knowles, Jr.

john knowles - July 03, 2018 at 09:59 PM

“

Sorry to hear of your loss. With Billy's passing, and that of Eddie Crawford, Billy
Brewer and others from our circle, we have lost good folks. We remember the fun
days at Ole Miss with all that group. May God comfort your family.
Bobbie Wagner Murray
Ridgeland, Ms.

Bobbie Wagner Murray - July 03, 2018 at 10:55 AM

“

Kay and Bill, it has been many years since our relationship in Auburn, Billy and my
Jimmy were in kindergarten together at Boo McQueen's and my husband Jim
carpooled with you to take them there, and we lived on Harper Ave. at the same
time. We have thought of you many times as former Mississippians ourselves.
Our hearts and prayers are with you in the loss of your husband and father. Jim and I
are still grieving over the loss of our son Jimmy last October at age 60. It has been
an experience I pray no parent has to have.
One of my favorite Bible verses is James 4:8 for I believe if we draw near to God, He
will draw near to us.
Virginia Taylor Auburn, AL
.

Virginia R. Taylor - July 03, 2018 at 08:02 AM

“

Kathy, I am so sorry about your father. My thoughts and prayers are with you and
your family. God Bless you.

Gwen Cole - July 02, 2018 at 12:43 PM

“

Dear Kay:
Jack and I have thought about you for several days. We know that you know that
Billy is in a better place and not in pain anymore. Our love and prayers are with you
and we will see you Tuesday.
Nancy and Jack

Nancy Fishman - July 01, 2018 at 05:43 PM

