Bob Parker

February 20, 1937 - May 7, 2009

Bob Parker, age 75, passed away Thursday, May 7, 2009 at Trinity Medical
Center in Birmingham. He was born February 20, 1934 in Rainsville, Alabama
to James Daniel Parker and Estelle Camp Parker as the 10th of 11 children.
After moving the family to Fort Payne in 1944, Bob’s father passed away two
years later. In the late 1940’s, Bob worked at the DeKalb Theatre where he
sold popcorn and maintained the marquee and “Coming Attractions” signs. At
the age of 16 in 1950, he began work as a radio dispatcher for the City of Fort
Payne. At the same time, he was playing football at DeKalb County High
School and helping to care for his invalid mother. He would often sleep on a
cot at city hall. He went to work as a police officer for the City in 1952, and
except for a few months away in 1962, continued as an officer. He was
promoted to sergeant in 1964, and in 1968 was promoted to assistant chief in
charge of investigations. From December of 1970 until March 1971, he
worked as an investigator for DeKalb County District Attorney Jay Black. In
May of 1971, he returned to the City as an investigator, and in July was
appointed chief of police in Fort Payne, a position he held for 23 years until his
retirement in August 1994. Chief Parker was the first Fort Payne officer to go
through the police academy, and was a firm believer in providing proper
training and equipment for his officers. Under his administration the city’s
E911 service was begun, the first in DeKalb County. He was active in the
Alabama Chiefs of Police Association, and in 1976, Bob received the
“Outstanding Law Enforcement Office of Alabama” award. Both of his sons



followed him into law enforcement. Wade retired from the Fort Payne Police
department. Andy left the department to go into private business, and later
served two terms on the city council. In 1996, Bob entered the political arena,
and was elected to the city council as one of the more popular candidates.
After former Mayor David Stout’s resignation in 1997, Bob was unanimously
elected by the council to become mayor. He served as mayor for nearly three
years before he retired from politics. Bob had a total of 48 years of service to
the City of Fort Payne, 44 as an employee and 4 as an elected official — a feat
that has never been equaled. Funeral services will be 3 p.m. Sunday at
Wilson Funeral Home Chapel with Rev. Ronnie Highfield officiating. Burial will
follow in Glenwood Cemetery with full police rites by the Fort Payne Police
and DeKalb County Sheriffs Department, and all law enforcement officers.
The family will receive friends Saturday from 5 until 8 p.m. He is survived by
his wife, Florence Marie Parker, whom he married in 1955, and his sons Wade
Parker, Andy Parker and wife Barbara, four granddaughters Didi Greenwood,
Jackie Careathers, Rita Johnson, and Lisa Ingle as well as 9 great-
grandchildren. He is preceded in death by his parents and brothers and
sisters Ovelle, Louise, Norman, Charles (Chalk), Wendell (Brat), Mary, Otelia,
Sarah, Bill, and Shirley. Wilson Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements,
online guestbook, www.wilsonfhinc.com.



Tribute Wall

Bob Parker

January 12, 2023 at 10:45 AM

We are sorry to hear of Mr. Parkers passing. WE were out of town
and found out after we returned. you all will be in our thoughts.
sincerely Ricky and Susan Harcrow

Ricky Harcrow - May 15, 2009 at 12:00 AM

may god bless and rest his soul.my dad William Clyde Peoples who
passed in 2002 knew Bob well and allways spoke highly of him.i
hope the lord will bless and keep you all in this sad time. Sincerly,
Chris, Teresa,Regina,Renee,Diana,Damien, Chris
Jr.,Jessica,Alexandria,& Tara Peoples

Peoples Family - May 12, 2009 at 12:00 AM

| worked with Bob in the police profession for several years and truly
looked up to him. He was a great leader and a wonderful person.
May god be with him and his family.

Chief Gary Bowen - May 10, 2009 at 12:00 AM
To All Family Members Our thoughts and prayers are with at this
very sad time. Bob was a friend in good times and bad, someone

you could always count on. It was a privilege to know him.

Jimmy & Gwen Owens - May 09, 2009 at 12:00 AM



Flossie and family, | am so very sorry for your loss. | know he will be
missed. Annette Baugh

Annette Baugh - May 09, 2009 at 12:00 AM

To all the Family my prayers and thoughts are with you at this time.
Bob was a good man. | am proud to have know him and could call
him a freind. | wish that more folks were like him in this town and the
state and nation we would be better off.. | know you will miss him
but look at it this way we all will see our love ones again. So all my
love to all and may GOd be with you all at this time Alton greeson

Alton Greeson - May 08, 2009 at 12:00 AM



