
Jerry E. Whittle
May 27, 1941 - August 17, 2013

Jerry E. Whittle, age 72, passed away August 17, 2013 at Collinsville
Healthcare in Collinsville, Alabama. 

 

A Fort Payne native, he was the son of the late Bertie Mae and W. E. (Ernest)
Whittle. A 1959 graduate of Fort Payne High School, he attended Snead State
Jr. College, Jacksonville State and the University of Alabama. Whittle was in
the newspaper business for over 47 years. He was the former publisher of the
Times-Journal in Fort Payne, publisher and part-owner of the McDuffie
Progress in Thomson, GA. He and his wife Cheryl, purchased The DeKalb
Advertiser in Fort Payne in 1992 and operated the weekly until their retirement
in 2008. Whittle was a member of Saint Philip’s Episcopal Church in Fort
Payne. 

 

Whittle was active in many civic and community organizations. He was a
longtime member of the Landmark Board of Trustees, twice served on the Fort
Payne Chamber of Commerce Board, DeKalb Tourism Board, was the
president of the Fort Payne Jaycees, served on the Boy Scout Board,
president of Forest Avenue PTA and PTA council, a Rotarian and Paul Harris
fellow. In 2008, he was awarded the V.I. Prewett Lifetime Achievement Award.
In Thomson, GA, he was the president of the Chamber of Commerce, was a
member of the Kiwanis Club, and a dedicated member of the Thomson High
Booster Club, and was a Paul Harris Fellow. 



A visitation will be held Sunday evening from 4:30 until 7 p.m. at Saint Philips
Episcopal Church on Godfrey Avenue. The funeral service will be held at 11
a.m. Monday at Wilson Funeral Home Chapel with the Rev. Judith Comer and
the Rev. Grady Richardson officiating. Burial will follow in Glenwood
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Saint
Philips Episcopal Church, 2813 Godfrey Avenue, NE, Fort Payne, AL 35967
or John Croyle’s Big Oak Ranches, P.O. Box 507, Springfield, AL 35146. 

 

Survivors include his loving wife of 26 ½ years, Cheryl Ethridge Whittle of Fort
Payne; children Kim Whittle of Fort Payne, Scott Whittle of Thomson, GA, and
Chris Stehle of Austin, TX; grandchildren Austin, Kallan, Callan, A.J. (Jerry)
Whittle all of Thomson, GA, Ashley Andrews, Lesley Andrews, and Layden
Whittle Knight, all of Fort Payne, and Austin Knight of Ethridge, TN; great-
grandchildren Jakobe Dray Andrews and Aliyah Jade Andrews; father-in-law
the Rev. Forrest Ethridge of Fort Payne; several cousins, his DeKalb
Advertiser family, a special buddy, Joey Knight, and a host of friends. 

 

He was preceded in death by his parents, granddaughter Angel Leigh Whittle,
and mother-in-law Evelyn Ethridge. 

 

Wilson Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.
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Jerry E. Whittle

Jim - August 19, 2013 at 12:00 AM

My deepest sympathy for Cheryl and the family. Jerry was a great
friend in our younger days and I will cherish the memories of our
many good times. I am thankful that we had some time together
several months ago. R.I.P. my friend. 

  
 
R.I.P. my friend.

Tommy Kuykendall - August 19, 2013 at 12:00 AM

So sorry to hear of Jerry's passing. I was in school with Jerry from
elementary thru High School and he was a good friend to me. Sorry
I cannot make it to the funeral but I will be thinking and praying for
Jerry and family. Tom Kuykendall

Donald & Sybil Usry - August 18, 2013 at 12:00 AM

We are so sorry for your loss. Our prays are with you and your
family.
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kris - August 18, 2013 at 12:00 AM

No words will make this easier for you or your family. I pray you can
take some comfort from those that surround you, and know that at
some point the pain will subside enough for you to breathe again.
My thoughts and prayers are with you.

Nancy Ashworth - August 18, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Scott, Austin, Kallen, Callen, AJ and Fran...so very sorry for your
loss. Please remember the good times as they are forever in your
heart. Prayers for the entire Whittle family..Love you guys so
much..Aunt Nancy

Tonya Campbell Faircloth - August 18, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Scott you and your family are in prayers.

Doris Hobbs - August 18, 2013 at 12:00 AM

My thoughts go out to all the family. May God wrap His arms around
each and everyone of you and give you peace. Jerry was a fine
man.

Diana nickles - August 18, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Scott, praying God will give comfort to you and your family at your
time of grief. Just know that Daddy Jerry is pain free and I know
that's what you wanted for him. Our family has gotten close to the
Whittles and y'all will forever be family to us. Love, Julio, Diana ,
Kaylyn, and Paul
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Rhonda Bouthry - August 18, 2013 at 12:00 AM

I am so sorry for your loss Scott. You and your family are in my
prayers.

Kay Poe McCartney - August 17, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Although I have not seen Jerry in years since I was in school in
Ft.Payne, I have many fond memories of him and of the nice person
he was. My condolences to the family.

Sarah Chastain - August 17, 2013 at 12:00 AM

I'm so sorry for your loss. Jerry was a good writer and a good friend.


