
Ronnie Wayne Warren
July 20, 1953 - November 1, 2021

Fort Payne Police Captain and longtime Public Servant, Ronnie Warren
passed away peacefully Monday evening, November 1, 2021 at Redmond
Regional Medical Center in Rome, GA. He was 68 years old and spent his life
serving and protecting his family, friends and community. Ronnie was born on
July 20, 1953 to the late James “Buck” and Mildred Warren, and was a lifelong
resident of DeKalb County. He was a 1971 graduate of Plainview High School.

Ronnie served the public for over 40 years and was a man with a tireless work
ethic, who cared deeply for his community. Ronnie began his public servant
career in 1972 as an EMT with the DeKalb General Hospital Ambulance
Service. He entered into law enforcement with the DeKalb County Sheriff’s
Department in 1974, and became a graduate and class President of the 21st
Session of the Northeast Alabama Police Academy in 1976. He held several
roles while working with the Sheriff’s Department, including Road Deputy, Day
Shift Supervisor, Investigator and Chief Investigator. After serving with the
Sheriff’s Department, he spent 5 years working at Security Mutual Finance
and Etowah Steelworkers Credit Union in Fort Payne, where he served as
Branch Manager. Ronnie began his service with the Fort Payne Police
Department and the City of Fort Payne in 1985 as a Patrolman. During his 36
years with the Fort Payne Police Department, Ronnie rose through the ranks
from Patrol Officer, to Sergeant, to Lieutenant. He then served Mayor Bill
Jordan for 4 years as the Revenue Enforcement Officer. Ronnie became the



Assistant Chief of Police in September 2010 and served in this position until
October 2020 when he became the Acting Chief of Police. In January 2021,
he was reassigned and attached to a detail with the Mayor’s Office as Captain
and Revenue Enforcement Officer. His Law Enforcement skills and abilities
included, Certified Firearms Instructor, Defensive Tactics Instructor, Certified
Rifle Instructor, Hostage/Crisis Negotiator, Certified Tactical Officer, Crowd
Control Instructor and Point Man for Fort Payne Police Department’s first
SWAT Team. 

Ronnie thought it a privilege to serve his fellow citizens and proved his
commitment through his many acts of Community Service. He was a
TARCOG Representative from 1972-1974, and served as President and Vice-
President of the Fort Payne Civitan Club from 1980-1983. He served as the
Fort Payne Elections Officer since 2004, and led the effort to hold elections in
conformity with CDC Guidelines during the COVID-19 Pandemic. He became
the Director of the Community Christmas Dinner in 2005. He was selected as
the Times-Journal People’s Choice Best Policeman in 2008. Ronnie was the
2013 Fort Payne Optimist Club’s Law Enforcement Officer of the Year, as well
as one of the Fort Payne Chamber of Commerce Citizens of the Year. In 2016,
he received the Fort Payne Mayor’s Day of Recognition Award, and was
selected as the Times-Journal’s Top 40 of DeKalb County, as well as the
Times-Journal’s Best Police Officer. He was a member of the Fort Payne
Boom Days Organizational Committee, as well as the Fort Payne Chamber of
Commerce Krazy Kudzu Follies, where he gave and received many laughs. 

Ronnie was a former member of the Alabama Association of Rescue Squads,
the Fort Payne Rescue Squad and Explorers in Law Enforcement. He was a
current member of the DeKalb County Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #37,
the International Tactical Officers Association, the Alabama Revenue Officers
Association and the International Mule and Donkey Congress. 

 



Ronnie was an active member of Streetside Baptist Church, where he enjoyed
playing the drums with his fellow church musicians. He loved eating good food
and never missed an opportunity to enjoy a good laugh. Through the years,
he found great pleasure in hunting, farming and raising mules, especially his
favorite, Ole Charlie Mule. He and his wife, Janice enjoyed showing mules of
all sizes at the local VFW Fair, and received many awards, including Best in
Show. 

 

He is survived by his wife, Janice Martin Warren of Fort Payne; two daughters,
Tracy Davis and husband Jim of Rome, GA, Laurel Lance and husband
Dustin of Rainsville, one son, Josh Warren and wife Misty of Fort Payne, 10
grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren, brother and sister in law, Jay and Trisha
Martin, sister in law, Nina Keith, several nieces and nephews and a host of
friends. 

 

Celebration of Life Service will be 2:00 pm Sunday, November 14 at Wilson
Funeral Home with Rev. Benjie Mason and Rev. Ronnie Highfield officiating.
The family will receive friends Sunday from 11:00 am until the 2:00 pm hour of
service. In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation in his memory to:
DeKalb County Children’s Advocacy Center PO Box 680173 Fort Payne, AL
35967. 

Pallbearers will be Mike Brewis, Steve Bussman, Mack Cooper, Jim
Chambers, Jim Chandler, Jessie Crabtree, Ross Craig, Ryne Craig, Johnny
Eberhart, Andrew Hairston,, Jay Ham, Bill Jordan, Josh Miller, Mickey
Murdock and Andy Parker. 

 Honorary Pallbearers will be the Fort Payne Police Department and fellow
Law Enforcement family, along with the City of Fort Payne employees. 

 

The family would like to extend its sincere thanks to the doctors, nurses,



therapists and staff of Redmond Regional Medical Center for their outstanding
care and concern during his recent illness. 

 

Wilson Funeral Home and Crematory of Fort Payne is in charge of
arrangements.



Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 14. 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Wilson Funeral Home
3801 Gault Ave. N
Fort Payne, AL 35967

Celebration of Life

NOV 14. 2:00 PM (CT)

Wilson Funeral Home
3801 Gault Ave. N
Fort Payne, AL 35967



Tribute Wall
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January 12, 2023 at 10:45 AM

Ronnie Wayne Warren

Eddie Ball - November 08, 2021 at 06:03 PM

I'm going to miss this feller . One of my all time favorite people ive
ever known . Lord at my youthful shenanigans he put up with . I
made him shake his head many times . I have so many stories that
will always be fond memories of Ronnie . I learned to value the
advice he gave me ( when I got old enough to understand it) and
am thankful for it . I remember how he shook my hand when I left for
basic training , he told me finally , maybe someone else could keep
me straight for awhile , lol . I didnt have a dad around , and he knew
it, so he spent a good bit of time watching out for me , and
correcting me as I needed it . Im proud to have called him friend and
it was my honor to know him . Thank you for that Mr Ronnie .

Laurel Lance - February 08, 2023 at 08:47 PM

Thank you for these words.

Gina Carr - November 08, 2021 at 12:37 PM

Gina Carr lit a candle in memory of Ronnie
Wayne Warren



Gina Carr - November 08, 2021 at 12:36 PM

Ronnie was such a great guy and an amazing friend to Ronny
Welch and me. He was always kind, loyal and constantly made us
laugh. I’m sure they had a great reunion in Heaven. My thoughts
and prayers are with Janice and the family. I pray God’s grace and
love comfort you all during this difficult time. 

Laurel Lance - February 08, 2023 at 08:47 PM

Thank you for these kind words


